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Project 05/2007 – On the Public’s willingness-to-pay for improved acoustics of 
residential environments 

 
Project Number 05/2007 

 
Project Title 
 

On the Public’s willingness-to-pay for improved acoustics 
of residential environments 
 

Applicant Organization 
 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Project summary 
 

The objective is to explore the awareness of the Hong 
Kong general pubic on their surrounding acoustical 
environment and to understand whether they are willing 
to pay for any improvement of the acoustical 
environment.  An extensive noise survey combined with 
a specially designed willing-to-pay survey with a special 
focus to the Hong Kong need will be carried out. 
 

Project Duration 18 months 
 

Proposed Budget The total budget is $622,920, comprising the following 
items: 
 

Project Assistant $301,920 
Student helpers $50,000 
Travelling expenses $10,000 
Souvenirs to interviewees $40,000 
Head-and-Torso and accessories $221,000 

 
 

Assessments/Remarks The proposal has been studied by Environmental 
Protection Department (EPD) which supports the 
proposal as the findings would be useful in gauging the 
public’s willingness-to-pay (WTP) for reducing noise 
annoyance or environmental noise in the Hong Kong’s 
context.   
 
Both external assessors agree that the proposal would 
arouse public’s awareness on the issue of noise and the 
public’s tolerance to noise levels at their residential 
environments.  External Assessor 1 comments that the 
project is fundable as an independent study can provide a 
different perspective from the policy makers.  Assessor 
2 considers the project carry practical values. 
 
Both external assessors also point out that the budget for 
the Head-and-torso is not essential to the survey.  Other 
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equipments like standard microphones and a digital 
recorder might serve the purpose of social surveys. 
 
Members are invited to advise whether the application for 
ECF should be supported and if supported, the exact 
amount of fund to be recommended to the ECF 
Committee for approval. 
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